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Niger Zinder, March 2016 
 
 
 

 
 
Young Association students observe the raising and lowering of the Nigerian flag in an 
orderly fashion at the ‘Après-demain’ Centre every morning and evening, to the sound of 
the national anthem! 
 
Education and training continue in Niger’s two-season Zinder region. The cold period 
saw a drop to roughly seven degrees at night, without heating, which was rather 
challenging! Fortunately, sponsored by Swiss, French, and English benefactors, the 
children were protected in well-built dormitories equipped with military grade mattresses, 
woollen blankets, sheets, and warm clothing from Switzerland. 
 
Temperatures are sure to increase from March forward to more than 20 degrees during 
the day and 40-50 degrees in the upcoming months. More arduous days are coming when 
the local women will take to walking several kilometres a day to fetch water for the 
millet- or sorghum-based meals they cook for their big families.  
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The young albino children who have been integrated into the Association Centre are 
doing well among their classmates! The State child psychologist working to create 
awareness among students and local personnel is doing a wonderful job, currently 
teaching students to be extremely careful during the electoral period. This is when 
dozens of children and young people are kidnapped for ritual and sacrifice, and we are 
teaching them never to follow a stranger or accept money, food, or gifts. 
 
Farida, Saadou, and Aïchatou are learning to protect their skin from the sun, which is 
their greatest enemy. The 12-year-old Saadou is already developing a melanoma on his 
cheek. In order to prevent cancer from forming like the young Maâmadou (who passed 
away) he is undergoing a three-month treatment. Should the treatment fail to work, he 
will have surgery. A dermatologist from the hospital in Zinder generously offered to 
make weekly visits to the Centre in order to check up on these highly sensitive children. 
 
Farida, 6 years, is Saadou’s younger sister. She also is showing spots on her skin, which 
we are keeping a close eye on. She has always had eye pain and poor vision. Albinos lack 
melanin, which protects the skin from the sun. We gave her a seat at the front of the 
class, close to the blackboard, so she can follow along like the other children. In order to 
ensure her chance for an apprenticeship and because we know with certainty that her 
eyesight will not improve, we registered Farida at Zinder’s school for the blind. She has 
already started learning braille and loves to come back to the Centre late afternoon and 
show her very curious and attentive friends all the things she has learned. 
 

 
 

Students in front of the ‘Après-demain’ Centre library in February 2016! 
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Students 
 
Fifteen students are enrolled in Zinder’s public school. In two months, 14 girls in their 
last year of primary school at the Association Centre will take their entrance exams for 
college this fall. Echoes of their future success resonate through the halls. Their 
excitement is palpable, and thanks to the investment, support, discipline, rigor, and the 
objectives set by the director of the Centre, the school director, and the general overseer 
named in the autumn of 2015, these good results come well deserved.  
 
We have noticed that our students received lower marks than when they studied at the 
Association Centre. The average at the public college is 12/20 for the first semester. In 
order to bring their level up, we hired a French and Mathematics teacher to reinforce 
their studies. The after school homework and extra help courses are well-organised, and 
the support will allow them to bring their level up to where it needs to be in order to 
pursue their professional and personal goals. 
 
Balkissa, young mother, former student, and secretarial apprentice, drew up her first daily 
report on March 9. It was wonderful to receive the report so full of tender and 
encouraging words. I would like to share it with you:  
 
“Good evening, auntie Isabelle! Thank you so much for giving me this chance to be the future secretary of 
the Centre and to help my brothers and sisters in Zinder. Today, I feel very happy because the director, 
uncle Lawal, taught me many things about drawing up a daily report. I promise to work hard.  
please receive my first report, support by Uncle Lawal. 
today when I think of you I cry because you are more than a mother for us. 
Good luck and may God help you.” 
 
I left the text the way it was, with the adorable grammar and spelling mistakes. It’s a start, 
a wonderful beginning for a fantastic future, and I can do no less than encourage her! 
 
Daily life at the Centre 
 
In order to avoid travel and cut costs, the 32 sewing students (child-mothers and young 
Association girls who were married at 15-16 years of age) are moving to the ‘Après-
demain’ Centre. Our rental contract for the small house we used for the children and 
sewing students before the Centre was built will soon be up, and there is no real reason 
to renew. There is still a lot of room for the girls and their babies at the Association 
Centre. We took apart the tin structure that was being used as a kitchen, day care space, 
and shed for the guards, and set it up at the Centre. It will be used as a welcome space 
and shade for food distribution. The sewing students immediately warmed up to their 
new working space! Highly motivated, they continue to make heart-shaped soap with our 
good goat’s milk in addition to sewing, knitting, embroidery, and macramé.  
 
As the saying goes: “Never two without three.” I hope that we can deviate from this rule 
for the good of our wall! This is the second time in eighteen months that a truck has 
smashed into a wall at the Centre. And since a certain part of the population doesn’t feel 
obligated to obtain a driver’s license but instead “buy” one with a little money deposited 
to the right person, the streets in Zinder are full to bursting with people who don’t know 
how to drive! The little sandy streets are a perfect place for plenty of driers to practice. In 
2012, the Association financed a beautiful, wide, and very convenient laterite road, in 
order to facilitate heavy circulation while the Centre was under construction. Since then, 
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other trucks have been using the road at high speeds to bring cement, sand, or gravel to 
other small houses under construction. 
 
In January 2016, a truck pulled onto the laterite road too fast, slid with a load that was 
most certainly too heavy, and crashed into our wall just a few metres from the entrance 
and the gatehouse. The violent, deafening noise drew everyone from the offices and 
classrooms. The truck driver tried to pass off responsibility but the director of the Centre 
intervened swiftly and shrewdly, asking the police for an accident report so the driver 
would have to pay the cost or repairs, which began the very next day! 
 
Realizing that this could and probably would happen again and again, cement pillars with 
chains were installed within days in order to slow down the growing number of truck and 
taxi drivers on the road! The demographics continue to increase at an incredible rate, and 
we need to keep accidents to a minimum. A request was made to the Mayor of Zinder to 
install three speed bumps in front of the Association. 
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The Centre wall being repaired 

 
The director of the Centre has been doing a remarkable job for the 173 orphans, albinos 
and child-mothers in Zinder that have been taken in by the Association. For the past few 
months, he has been confronted with the day to day of an intense responsibility and 
supervision of local personnel in my absence. He is working with an assistant teacher 
who in reality is an instructor, but to whom we had given the chance to work as an 
assistant teacher. For several reasons, the Association had not renewed her contract 
when the time came. A few days later she brought a lawsuit, accusing him of pressuring 
me not to renew her contract. Unsuccessful, she brought a suit against both the 
Association and me for not renewing her contract. In the end, all support was directed 
toward the director of the Centre, who is funnelling his energy and convictions into re-
establishing the truth and his dignity. 
 
One gives the gift of opportunity with open hands, but when betrayal is returned, one 
learns to move on. How many disappointments for a single victory? 
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THANK YOU, EVERYONE! 

 
THANK YOU for the sunglasses, t-shirts, sport jerseys, sunscreen for our albino 
students, the breast pump for our child-mother and secretarial apprentice, Balkissa, and 
for the new goats who are providing the children with nourishing milk for their morning 
snack time! 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
Wednesday, April 13:  6th General Assembly of the Association 
    8 pm at Romont City Hall 

Presentation of photos from the recent documentary film 
by Jean-Philippe Rapp, Le rêve accompli d’Isabelle. 
Reception open to everyone! 
 

Saturday, May 28:  Benefit concert in Glanerland (Grisons) 
Organised by the Club Soroptimist International 
Glanerland 
8 pm Gemeindehaus Enneda 
 

Wishing everyone a wonderful month of March and a beautiful springtime! 
 
Hope to see you soon! 
 
Isabelle Macheret 
 
Zinder Niger, March 2016 


